filled the window-frame.

Gerbier looked at Dounat once more and said,

"It's not necessary, Guillaume."

"Really not/' said Felix.

The driver in turn looked at Paul Dounat and grunted,

"I agree with you."

Gerbier waited for a creaking street-car with passengers over-
flowing on the steps to pass. Then he opened the door, Felix got
out and Dounat, on a gesture from Gerbier, did likewise. Felix
took one of Dounat's arms and Gerbier the other.

"I'll go and fetch the cases and I'll be back for the body after
dark/' said the driver, putting in his clutch.

Dounat climbed the abrupt slope, crowded between Felix and
Gerbier as between two friends, and he thought about the way in
which the communists sometimes got rid of their traitors. They
would get the man at night to the seashore, dispatch him, undress
him, roll him up in wire netting and throw him into the sea. The
crabs, through the meshes, would entirely devour the body.
Frangoise had been with Dounat the night he had heard this
story. A pitiless burst of passion had inflamed her face, ordinarily
so sweet and gay. *Td like to take part in such an operation," she
had said. "There is no death vile enough for people who sell out
their comrades.** Paul Dounat remembered that outburst, and
also his mistress's neck, which had flushed a deep pink, and he was
docile as he climbed the steep lane between Gerbier and Felix.

Now and again they saw on the doorsteps a woman in a black
skirt, with dishevelled hair, lazily shaking a carpet. Children
played in the sordid little gardens. A man leaning against a fence
was scratching his bare ankles above his felt slippers as he looked
at the three passers-by. At each of these encounters, Felix would
press the revolver which he held firmly grasped in his pocket and
whisper in Paul Dounat's ear,

"A single word and Pll let you have it right away/*

But in the arm that he was holding Gerbier felt only limpness
and obedience. Again he experienced a sense of deep boredom.

They finally turned into a narrow blind alley flanked by window-
less walls and blocked at the end by two identical cottages biiilt
flush against each other. The shutters were raised in the one to
the left,
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